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21 Gun Salute scheduled for Memorial Service, Oct 19

MARINE CORPS AIR STATION YUMA, Ariz. (October 18, 2013) – A memorial ceremony to honor the memory of former Marine Colonel Robert R. Norton, who retired as Commanding Officer of MCAS Yuma in 1977, will be held Friday at 3 p.m. at the MCAS Yuma Chapel. 

Please be advised, simulated rounds will be fired in the vicinity of the chapel during the memorial as part of the rifle salute. 

Col. Norton had a long and distinguished military career as a naval aviator with the U.S. Marine Corps.  During his 26 years of service, Norton flew over 300 missions into North Vietnam and returned in 1969 to train a new generation of Marine Corps fighter pilots. He loved the Marine Corps and his men, and retired as commanding officer of MCAS Yuma in 1977. 

Once retired, he began a second career as director of operations for the City of Yuma, a position in which he served until his second retirement in 1996.

Col. Norton passed of natural causes at his home in Palm Springs, Fla., on Sept. 26, 2013.
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