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VMFT-401 Sergeant Major
Master Sergeant
William E. Yerby
United States Marine Corps 

Master Sergeant Yerby was born in Norfolk, Va. Upon graduation from Bayside High School in Virginia Beach, VA, he enlisted into the Marine Corps on July 23, 1992 and attended recruit training at MCRD Parris Island, SC. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Lance Corporal Yerby graduated Boot camp on October 16, 1992. Upon graduation, he was assigned to NAS Millington, TN to attend Military Occupation School “MOS” to be trained as an Aircraft Maintenance Support Equipment Hydraulic/Pneumatic/Structures Mechanic. Upon graduation from MOS school he was assigned to NAS North Island, Coronado, CA in April 1993 for Organizational and Intermediate level maintenance training. 

In September 1993 Lance Corporal Yerby reported for duty at NAS Norfolk, VA and was assigned to Marine Aviation Logics Squadron 46 (MALS 46), 900 Division as a Ground Support Equipment “GSE” mechanic. He was meritoriously promoted to Corporal in April 1994. Corporal Yerby was moved to work center 920 where he became the work center NCOIC. In Jan 1996, he then reported to Helicopter Medium Marine Squadron 774 “HMM-774” to be the work center 330 NCOIC and was meritoriously promoted to Sergeant in April 1996 he deployed with HMM-774 to the South America and the Caribbean for support of various training exercises and was now working in work center 310 “Flight line” as a Crew Chief for a CH-46E.

Then Sergeant Yerby received orders to MALS 42 at NAS Atlanta, GA 900 division in September 1999. Sergeant Yerby was the NCOIC for wok center 910. In February 2000 Sergeant Yerby was moved into Quantity Assurance. When promoted to Staff Sergeant in Aug 2000, Staff Sergeant Yerby was then moved to Production Control as the SNCOIC. SSgt Yerby was transferred to Marine Fighter Attack Squadron “VMFA-142” in July 2001 where he served as the Work Center 330 and 05D SNCOIC. 

In August of 2002, Staff Sergeant Yerby reported to Marine Wing Support Squadron 471 “MWSS-471” in Minneapolis, Minnesota where he became the Training Chief for MWSS-471 Head Quarter’s. In January 2003 MWSS-471 was activated and sent to NAS New River, North Carolina in support of Operation Iraq Freedom. After returning from NAS New River in September 2003 Staff Sergeant Yerby was now the Operations Chief for MWSS-471 Head Quarter’s element and was promoted to Gunnery Sergeant in October 2003.

In August 2005 Gunnery Sergeant Yerby received orders and reported to Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron 41 “MALS-41” NAS/JRB Fort Worth, Texas to be the Airframes NCOIC and the 500 Division Chief. In May 2006 Gunnery Sergeant transfers to Marine Aircraft Group 41 “MAG-41” and serves as the MAG-41 S-3 Chief and Director for MAG-41’s Corporal course. In March of 2008 Gunnery Sergeant Yerby was transferred back to MALS-41 to be the Ground Safety manager. In October 2008 Gunnery Sergeant Yerby was hand Pick to be the AIRSpeed Office SNCOIC for NAS/JRB Fort Worth.

Gunnery Sergeant Yerby was promoted to Master Sergeant in May 2009 and received orders to Marine Fighter Training Squadron-401 (VMFT-401) to be the Aviation Maintenance Chief and Contractor Officer’s Representative “COR” for the Marine Corps.

Master Sergeant Yerby Personal awards include the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (3rd Award), Joint Service Achievement Medal, and the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal (4rd Award). 
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