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Lieutenant Colonel Robert D. Cooper “Yank”

	Lieutenant Colonel Cooper entered the United States Marine Corps in May 1992 after graduating from the U. S. Naval Academy with a degree in Aerospace Engineering.  Following The Basic School, he commenced flight training and earned his wings in August 1995 at NAS Meridian, Mississippi.

Upon completing F/A-18 Hornet transition training with VMFAT-101 at MCAS El Toro, California in the fall of 1996, LtCol Cooper was assigned to VMFA(AW)-332  "Moonlighters" at MCAS Beaufort, South Carolina holding various billets in Maintenance, the Department of Safety and Standardization, and Operations.  With the Moonlighters, he deployed in support of NATO Operation ALLIED FORCE to Tazsar, Hungary, flying combat missions over Serbia and Kosovo.  In 2000, completed a Western Pacific deployment to various WESTPAC locations.

After attending resident Amphibious Warfare School in Quantico, Virginia, LtCol Cooper reported once again to MCAS Beaufort to join VMFA-312 “Checkerboards” in 2001.  During his tour with the Checkerboards, he attended the Navy Fighter Weapons School (TOPGUN) and the Marine Corps Weapons and Tactics Instructor Course and was promoted to Major in May 2002.  He held various billets to include Director of Safety and Standardization (DSS) and twice as Operations Officer.  Assigned to Navy Carrier Air Wing One, the squadron deployed to the Arabian Gulf in 2003 aboard the USS ENTERPRISE (CVN-65) in support of Operations IRAQI FREEDOM and ENDURING FREEDOM.

In October 2004, LtCol Cooper reported to TOPGUN at NAS Fallon, Nevada as an instructor and served as Senior Marine and Assistant Head of the Fighter Weapons School.  While at TOPGUN, he was the U.S. Navy Surface-to-air Threat and Countertactics Subject Matter Expert and the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter Project Officer.  He instructed every phase of the TOPGUN course flying both the F/A-18 Hornet and F-16 Viper.

In July 2007, LtCol Cooper reported to Shaw Air Force Base, South Carolina for a Joint Duty Assignment with U.S. Air Forces Central Command (USAFCENT) serving as the Chief of Weapons and Tactics, requiring regular rotations through the Central Command Area of Responsibility.  He was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in October of 2007. In 2009, LtCol Cooper deployed 
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as an Individual Augment (IA) to Kabul, Afghanistan for duty as the J-3 Air Officer, U.S. Forces-Afghanistan assisting with Theater force expansion planning and airfield development.  During his AFCENT tour, he earned a Masters in International Business Administration from the University of South Carolina in Columbia, SC.  

[bookmark: OLE_LINK15][bookmark: OLE_LINK16][bookmark: OLE_LINK17]In the Summer of 2010, LtCol Cooper completed refresher training in the F/A-18 and joined MAG-31 as the DSS.  In February 2011, he deployed for a 12-month Individual Augment (IA) assignment with Headquarters, 2d Marine Aircraft Wing (Forward) to Camp Leatherneck, Afghanistan serving as Senior Watch Officer of the Tactical Air Command Center and, later, as the Future Operations Officer. 

After redeploying in February 2012, he reported to his present duty at MCAS Yuma, Arizona in May 2012 for F-5 transition training and to assume command of VMFT-401 “Snipers”.

LtCol Cooper has accumulated over 2,700 flight hours.  His decorations include three Meritorious Service Medals, Air Medal - individual action with combat "V", Air Medal - Strike Flight Award, Joint Commendation Medal, and two Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medals, one with combat "V", and various other service and unit awards.

LtCol Cooper is married to the former Mary James Hocker of Tulsa, Oklahoma.  They have three children, Mary Alden, 11, and Robert Dirk, Jr. (“Beau”), 8, and Charles Hunter (“Chase”), 1.
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