Master Sergeant Rivera was born January 21, 1972 in the Bronx, New York City, New York. He graduated from Aviation High School with his Airframes and Power Plants License for aviation maintenance on June 1991. On October 14, 1991, at the age of 19, Master Sergeant Rivera departed for Marine Corps Recruit Depot (MCRD) Parris Island, SC. He graduated from recruit training “H” company 2nd Battalion on January 10, 1992.
On January 1992, Private Rivera reported for duty at Marine Combat Training, Camp Geiger, NC. Upon completion of Marine Combat Training, he received order to Millington, TN for Aviation Airframes Mechanic Course (MOS 6000) beginning February 1992. After successful completion of the course, Private First Class Rivera reported to Camp Pendleton, CA on April 1992 for “C” school as an AH-1/UH-1 Airframes Mechanic (MOS 6092). On June 1992 Private First Class Rivera reported to Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron 39 (MALS-39), Marine Air Group 39 Camp Pendleton, CA. As an Airframes mechanic for 500 division, MALS-39 he was assigned as a Collateral Duty Inspector (CDI) and Night Crew Supervisor. 
Corporal Rivera was released from Active Duty on October 15, 1995 and transferred to the Individual Ready Reserves until August of 1998 when he joined the Selected Marine Corps Reserves attached to Marine Light Attack Helicopter 775 (HMLA-775), Marine Air Group 46 Camp Pendleton, CA.  
Sergeant Rivera joined the Active Reserve Program (AR) and reported to Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 134 (VMFA-134) Marine Air Group 46 on August 1999. On May 2000, Sergeant Rivera reported to Naval Air Station Lemoore, CA for F-18 “C” school for training as an F-18 Organizational Level Airframes Mechanic (MOS 6257). Sergeant Rivera reported back to VMFA-134, Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, CA. During this time, Sergeant Rivera served as Collateral Duty Inspector (CDI) and Night Crew Non Commissioned Officer in Charge.
In 2004, Staff Sergeant Rivera reported to Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 112 (VMFA-112), Marine Air Group 41 Ft Worth, TX. He assumed the duties of Airframes Division Chief, Quality Assurance Representative full systems and Maintenance Control Non Commissioned Officer in Charge.
In 2008, Gunnery Sergeant Rivera volunteered and was selected for Prior Service Recruiting (PSR) duty. He reported to MCRD San Diego, CA and joined 8th Marine Corps District, Phoenix AZ as a production Recruiter (8411). GySgt Rivera represented 8th MCD as the Prior Service Recruiter of the year for FY 10. During his time, GySgt Rivera was the recipient of two Navy Achievement Medals and one Navy Commendation Medal for his recruiting efforts. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Gunnery Sergeant Rivera reported to Marine Medium Helicopter 764 (HMM-764) Marine Air Group 41, Edwards AFB, CA. On July 2011 he assumed the duties as the Maintenance Control Chief. During the squadron’s de-commissioning, Master Sergeant Rivera received orders and reported to Marine Fighter Training Squadron 401 Yuma, AZ on March 2013. Master Sergeant assumes the duties as the Maintenance Chief and Assistant Contracting Officer Representative (ACOR) as well as the Senior Enlisted Leader. 
Master Sergeant Rivera personal awards include the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation medal (two gold stars) in lieu of third award, the Navy and Marine Corp Achievement Medal with (silver star and two gold stars) in lieu of eighth award, Armed forces Reserve Medal with bronze hour glass along with various other service and unit awards.            
